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One of the most challenging aspects of transportation planning research in 
North America and Europe is developing pertinent, accurate, reliable, verifiable, 
reproducible, and generally understandable measures to describe, analyze, and 
evaluate initiatives proposed, designed and implemented to improve 
transportation system performance. 
 
Cases in point of transportation planning strategies include transportation 
demand and supply management, sustainable transport best practices, inter-
modal integration, walkability standards, teleworking programs, connectivity 
hierarchies, and mobility-based land use planning and zoning. All of these ideas 
and approaches have great conceptual appeal.  
 
However, and although these and numerous other ways to improve 
transportation planning have been known for decades in North America and 
Europe, a major problem remains. That is, only limited progress has been made 
in achieving robust measures of the effectiveness, efficiency, equity, or utility of 
these initiatives for planning purposes, and especially in the increasingly 
important and realms of ecosystem-based and sustainability-based planning.  
 
This session provides a venue for presentations on designing, proposing, 
prescribing, or demonstrating new or different and more robust ways of 
measuring how, and how well transportation systems, sub-systems or 
components are performing. Of particular interest are discussions of how 
planning theories and principles affect the design of the measures, and 
discussions of experiences in introducing, championing, implementing, testing, 
and evaluating the new measures of transportation system performance.  
 
To promote the broad exchange of information between North American and 
European planners on this critical transportation planning research and 
applications topic, the roundtable discussion is open to new measures of 
transportation system performance for any mode involving people, data, or 
freight, that is,  walk, cycle, transit, private motor vehicle, teleworking, rail, 
water, air, and pipeline in rural, urban and regional planning contexts. 
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