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Toronto’s Legacy Streetcar Network Should Be Retained
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Toronto mayoralty candidate Rob Ford's proposal to replace inner city Toronto streetcars with buses to reduce traffic congestion is fatally flawed and should be soundly rejected. 

These streetcars are a Toronto icon.  Many consider them a major contributor to the attractiveness and charm of the city.  However, their real value is as an efficient mover of people – their practical advantage over buses in the inner city.

There is a legitimate place for both Bus Rapid Transit and Light Rail Transit on wide suburban streets, depending on the specific situation.  But Ford’s proposal makes no sense for the inner city.  Each streetcar holds the equivalent number of passengers as 3 buses, and the new high capacity streetcars on order will hold up to 4 times the capacity of a bus.  Adding hundreds of buses to the current mix of automobiles, delivery trucks, taxis, parked cars, cyclists and pedestrians on narrow inner city streets would add to traffic congestion, not reduce it.  Buses pulling into stops on narrow streets with parking would block through traffic because they can’t properly reach the curb. 

Electric streetcars are also quieter and less polluting, which is a major advantage not only for the inner city, but the whole region.

Lastly, there’s the cost advantage - streetcars are cheaper to operate.  In addition, the TTC would have to pay cancellation fees on the recently signed streetcar contract, and walk away from all the investment it has made in streetcars over the past few years.  Ford's plan is fiscally irresponsible.

Ford’s plan is fatally flawed and should be soundly rejected. 
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