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BACKGROUND:

A position paper (November, 2009) developed by Transport Action Ontario (on website) estimated that, based on the regional and local transit expansions planned over the next 25 years,  the annual capital, operating and maintenance costs for GTHA public transit systems will be about $8 billion/year, truly a staggering figure!  Current transit revenues are from passenger fares, capital funding from senior governments (including infrastructure grants), minor gas tax funding, and subsidies from local governments. 

As stated in the position paper, Transport Action Ontario firmly believes that new revenue tools are needed.

Metrolinx is required by legislation "to develop an investment strategy, including proposals for revenue generation tools that may be used by the province or the municipalities to support the implementation of the transportation plan".  The due date for this strategy is June, 2013.  

In July, 2008, Metrolinx identified several "Big Potential Tools" that could raise $1B+/yr in revenues or financing:


-Road Pricing


-Parking Pricing


-Carbon-Based Pricing (gas tax)


-Transit fares


-Transit Operating Grant


-Transit Capital Grant


-Sales Tax


-Debt Financing


-Land Value Uplift Capture    

STATUS AND RECENT ACTIVITIES:

Media coverage of this issue has been significant and largely positive.  Numerous columnists have written about the need for more funding.

Transport Action Ontario has participated in two Road Pricing Forums (2008, 2009) organized by Healthy Transportation Consulting.

In November, 2009, we met with the Metrolinx Investment Strategy Group.  Metrolinx is undertaking research and due diligence on quantifying the dollar gap and verifying the utility of different revenue generating tools.  We agreed there was a significant role for Transport Action Ontario in engaging the public and politicians to build up support for new tools. 

In January, 2010, we met with Toronto Board of Trade, which is mounting a political campaign for new transit funding.  We agreed to work together, and identified a list of key stakeholders to contact to build awareness and support.

HOW TO LEARN MORE:

Read the November, 2009 position paper entitled "GTHA Transportation Investment Strategy - The Case for Action Now" on the Transport Action Ontario website

Read the article in our January-February, 2010 "Ontario Report" 

NEXT STEPS:

Conduct a letter writing and visitation campaign to key municipal mayors and Members of Provincial Parliament. 

