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PROJECT SUMMARY SHEET
TOPIC:  FUTURE OF THE GARDINER

PROJECT GOAL:  Ensure that the optimal sustainable approach is identified and implemented for the Gardiner Expressway in Toronto
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BACKGROUND:

The Gardiner Expressway in Toronto is one of dozens of North American freeways that were built in the 1950's and 1960's and are now reaching a life stage where major reinvestment will be needed.   In these other cities, a variety of go-forward approaches was reached, including "Do Nothing (maintain the elevated expressway)", "Improve (the elevated expressway)", "Replace (with a new above-grade, at-grade or below-grade expressway) " and "Remove (the elevated expressway) ".  Each of these last three approaches has numerous design options.

The removal of a segment of the Expressway east of the Don River between Bouchette Street and Leslie Street, a distance of about 1.5 km, was completed in 2003.  Although much of the community was strongly opposed to the removal, there is now wide agreement that the project was very beneficial.  

A major study was initiated in 2009 to determine the future of the eastern portion of the elevated expressway and Lake Shore Boulevard from approximately Lower Jarvis Street to just east of the Don Valley Parkway at Logan Avenue, a distance of about 2.5 km.  The project co-proponents are Waterfront Toronto (a corporation funded by the Governments of Canada, Ontario and Toronto)  and the City of Toronto.  

Initial community consultations were held during the summer of 2009 on the various approaches.  The co-proponents elected to conduct the study as an Individual EA.  The Terms of Reference for the EA were approved by the Ministry of the Environment in December, 2009.  
STATUS AND RECENT ACTIVITIES:

A "Competition to Develop Innovative Design Options" has been initiated. Six urban design firms have been selected to develop conceptual designs for each of the three approaches cited above (except "Do Nothing (maintain").  Final designs are due in summer, 2010.  
A Stakeholder Advisory Committee (SAC) has been established, with about 40 stakeholders.  Transport Action Ontario is a member of the SAC.  The SAC had its inaugural meeting in April, 2010.
The EA and integrated urban design study were officially launched on April 23, 2010 via a Notice of Commencement.  

HOW TO LEARN MORE:
Contact Karl Junkin (trainx@gmail.com)
Review project website  www.gardinerconsultation.ca
NEXT STEPS:

Continue participation in SAC
