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PROJECT SUMMARY SHEET

TOPIC:  SARNIA-LONDON PASSENGER RAIL IMPROVEMENT


PROJECT GOAL:  Advocate for expansion of passenger rail service in this corridor


 

LAST UPDATE: April 12, 2010

TRANSPORT ACTION ONTARIO CONTACTS: 

Doug Wilson

BACKGROUND:

Foundational reasoning for this topic/project emerged from an earlier air-services study for the City of Sarnia conducted during 2007 by Jacobs Consultancy (Ottawa).  Comparative travel time/cost data pointed to short/medium distance justifiers in favor of the (passenger) rail mode.  This was timely in that VIA had announced schedule curtailments together with the recent cancelling of through Toronto-Chicago AMTRAK service.  Sarnia-Lambton Economic Partnership and Sarnia-Lambton Chamber of Commerce, including the City of Sarnia, soon after formed a dedicated Intercity Transportation Task Force (ITTF), with core members from a predecessor joint Transportation Committee.

Formal plans, with progressive budgeting were approved during 2008 to proceed with studies.  Four Phase 1 documents have been generated, two by McCormick Rankin Corporation (MRC) and two by the Intercity Transportation Task Force, these being completed during 2009.  

STATUS AND RECENT ACTIVITIES:

Monthly ITTF meetings have confirmed continuance to Phase 2, Feasibility Study and Business Requirements, with MRC as lead.  A 6-9 month timeline is projected for this phase.  Transport Action Ontario has conducted several personal and phone meetings with ITTF, MP Pat Davidson, S-L Chamber, City of Sarnia, etc. and these should continue. With this there remains significant opportunity for public input.

HOW TO LEARN MORE:

Contact Doug Wilson (wdwilson@execulink.com), who has all documents and proponent correspondence

NEXT STEPS:

Develop additional public promotion in the rail corridor and adjacent communities

Monitor consultants/planners on technical design thoroughness and service excellence using global benchmark experience as guidance

