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TRANSPORT  ACTION  ONTARIO

Advocating For Environmentally, Socially & Economically Sustainable Public Transportation and Freight Movement
Box 6418, Station A, Toronto, ON  M5W 1X3                Phone: 416.504.3934

www.transport-action.ca/ontario                                     ontario@transport-action.ca

PROJECT SUMMARY SHEET
TOPIC:  SUSTAINABLE FREIGHT TRANSPORTATION

PROJECT GOAL:  Advocate for a better balance between trucking and the more sustainable modes for freight transportation 


 
LAST UPDATE:  May 12, 2010
TRANSPORT ACTION ONTARIO CONTACTS: 

Dan Hammond Committee Chair

Avrum Regenstreif, Philip King – committee members  
BACKGROUND:

Today there is frequent media, and political attention paid to environmental issues, including waste disposal, power generation, electric cars and public transit.

Yet even with the extremely rapid growth of truck usage, there is little attention paid to sustainable transport of goods. Use of trucking continues unabated despite that mode’s requirement for ever more pavement and petroleum. Despite the existence of technology to provide sustainable transport for a wide range of goods movements, the only form of sustainable freight that is currently in wide use is for long haul or overseas movements of goods. Such sustainability is often negated by the long truck hauls to and from congested intermodal terminals.

Some positive actions may be emerging.  In 2009, the Secretariat of the Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC) embarked on a new study to evaluate opportunities for making freight transportation more sustainable in North America.  An advisory group of representatives from transportation industries, nongovernmental organizations, and government agencies will evaluate scenarios for improving the environmental performance of freight transportation.  LLoyd Axworthy, a former Canadian Minister of Transportation, will chair the advisory group.  

STATUS AND RECENT ACTIVITIES:

This advocacy project has just been initiated.  As next steps (below) are completed, they will be reported on in this status section. Technology has been sourced and developers have been contacted. Slide show has been prepared
One of the members of the CEC Advisory Group is the Railway Association of Canada.  We are in dialogue with their representative on sustainable transportation options.

HOW TO LEARN MORE:
Contact Committee Chair or members
Dan Hammond Committee Chair

Telephone +1-416-504-3934
Oshawa ON 289-634-8362
Toll Free Canada/USA 1-888-410-4779
danielshammond@gmail.com
Facsimile1 888 852-0287
NEXT STEPS:

 * research technology that can provide sustainable freight transportation, especially for short-haul and local distribution
 

* devise strategies and policies to transition from current methods to sustainable transport systems
 

* prepare presentation and web based materials to influence policy makers, such as the CEC Advisory Group, and inform our members and the public
 

* obtain contact names
 

* follow up with policy makers, members and public that provide contact information
